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REGIONAL EXECUTIVE
from the

CHRIS BRAKE

Welcome to September everyone! Another successful 
month is in the books. We’ve had some good success this 
month from all of our programs, and we are starting to 
already plan for next year.

If you would like to be instrumental with next year’s ac-
tivities and programs, board elections are coming up! If 
you would like to get your name on the ballots or would 
like any info about being on the board, please let us 
know. We will also start having planning meetings for 
next year over the next couple months, please keep an 
eye out for announcements about those. Remember, 
board meetings are open to everyone if you just want to 
see what they’re all about!

Otherwise, I’ll let the program chairs speak for them-
selves this month, hope to see you at an event soon!
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EDITORIAL thoughts
DUSTY MICHAEL

What’s up Clutch Chatter Collective? Maggie asked if 
I’d be willing to take over main editorial responsibilities 
for the newsletter, so you’ll see a new name editing for 
now. I’m super excited to keep the tradition of releasing 
a great monthly collection for Indy SCCA.

One of the changes that I wanted to try out is a mo-
bile-friendly format that we can all read in those short 
breaks we find ourselves having throughout the day 
regularly. 

I’m open to new ideas and content, so please feel free 
to email us at indyclutchchatter@gmail.com for any sug-
gestions you may have. Also, we’ll be looking for more 
member stories and reflections from the season as we 
move into the winter season!

Thanks again for reading! Let’s keep this thing going 
strong!

PHOTO: Jason Camps



And Away We Go -- The annual gathering of Sports 
Car Club of America® members at Lincoln AirPark in 
Nebraska is underway for the 46th running of the Tire 
Rack SCCA® Solo Nationals Championship! Back in 
2015, the event reached a high-water mark of 1,223 en-
tries. The following year, there were 1,302 participants 
from around the United States, Canada and even Brazil. 
In 2017, Solo Nationals set a new participation record 
with 1,317 entrants.  This year, with nearly 1,400 entries 
anticipated, the record could again be reset, further ce-
menting Solo Nationals as one of the largest motorsport 
participant events in the world. From Sept. 4-7, follow the 
competition online with live timing and audio at http://
sololive.scca.com/.  There will also be frequent up-
dates at https://www.facebook.com/sccaofficial/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/solomatters/.

But First, We Party! -- You can’t start Solo Nationals 
without the Monday night welcome party, AKA: Tacos & 
Talent presented by Grassroots Motorsports Magazine, 
BFGoodrich Tires and the Lincoln Visitor’s Bureau.  A 
handful of hardy “chefs” braved scorching heat, gener-
ated by nearly 400 pounds of charcoal spread across 
four grills, to prepare 250 lbs. of beef and 250 lbs. of 
chicken to create nearly 4,000 soft tacos for the hungry 
throng filling the 40’x120’ Big Fun Tent.  

2018 Tire Rack SCCA Solo Na-
tionals have Started!



Add in mounds of rice and refried beans and it’s safe to 
say the crowd didn’t walk away hungry.  And any food 
that was left over was donated to People’s City Mission. 
To top off the feast, revelers helped themselves to 80 
cases of free beer, nearly as much free soda, and some 
free entertainment supplied by various talented SCCA 
members, and you can watch the entertainers again at 
the Grassroots Motorsports Facebook page. If you go to 
only one Tacos & Talent event a year, make it the Solo 
Nationals Tacos & Talent extravaganza.

The Opening Salvo -- The Tire Rack Solo Nationals is 
broken up into two halves.  One giant group of drivers 
competes across various car classes on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, then another giant group of drivers com-
petes in a whole different set of car classes on Thursday 
and Friday.  That means the first group of 2018 Solo Na-
tionals Champions will be named Wednesday night, and 
the second group on Friday night.  A list of car classes, 
and the days they will be competing, can be found on 
the SCCA website.

PHOTO: 10FS Photography



This past month, Indy Region had the pleasure of hosting 
the Peru CAM Challenge again.  There were 129 CAM 
competitors and 44 “worker class” drivers.  I want to 
give a BIG shout out to Gabriel Moreno and Emily Pem-
berton for chairing the event this year!  You both did an 
awesome job!  The event ran smoothly and everyone 
had a great time.  Dinner on Saturday night was catered 
by Fazolis.  We had a lot of food left over, but none of it 
went to waste.  We were able to donate the extra food 
to Kokomo Rescue Mission.  

We also hosted our annual Nationals Prep Test N Tune.  
We had quite a few drivers show up multiple days to 
make sure their cars were race ready.  Indy Region has 
a fairly large group of competitors that travel to Solo 
Nationals in Lincoln, NE every year.  As I write this Solo 
Nationals is in full swing.  There are close to 1400 com-
petitors this year!  The largest event to date.  The first few 
days of competition were plagued with monsoon like 
rains.  It seemed having a boat would have been benefi-
cial.  With 6 heats to compete, days are running long.  It 
seems that spirits are still high though.  Good luck to all 
of our Indy Region competitors!

The season is starting to come into the final stretch.  We 
have two points events remaining, a solo trial, a Drag-
Cross, and our annual Swap and Drive fun event re-
maining.

SOLOinside
STEFANIE BRAKE



The weekend of September 15-16 will be the Solo Trial 
and a Points Event held at Grissom Aeroplex.  Septem-
ber 30 will be a Points Event at the Indiana State Fair-
grounds.  Our final weekend of events will be on Octo-
ber 13-14 at Grissom Aeroplex with a DragCross and 
the Swap and Drive.

I am hoping to have a Solo Planning meeting for the 
2019 season towards the end of October or early 
November.  Please keep an eye on Clutch Chatter, the 
website, and Facebook for more details on the meeting.

*Additional Announcement*
I am looking for a Solo Chair trainee(s).  I would recom-
mend having Co-Chairs as there is a lot to do before/
at/after events.  I am looking at 2019 to be my final 
year as Solo Chair (at least for now).  I would like to 
spend a year working with the next chair(s) to make sure 
the transition goes as smoothly as possible.  
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Remember we start scheduling for next year in Oct/
Nov, so I would like to have someone lined up then so 
they can beginning learning how we set up a season. If 
you are interested in potentially chairing and have more 
questions on what is involved please email me 
(indysccasolo@yahoo.com) or call me 765-366-3870.  
I have had an AWESOME time Chairing for Indy Region 
and am not running away.  You will all still have to see 
me at events!
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UPCOMING INDY SCCA 
EVENTS

WHAT WHEN WHERE

Indy SCCA BoD Meeting
Tuesday 
Sept 11

6:00 PM

Dawson’s On Main
1464 N Main St, 
Speedway, IN 46224

Indy SOLO - Solo Trial Sept
15

Grisson Aeroplex
Bunker Hill, IN 46914

Indy SOLO - Points Event 7 Sept
16

Grisson Aeroplex
Bunker Hill, IN 46914

Indy SOLO - Points Event 8 Sept
30

Indiana State Fairgrounds
1202 E 38th St, 
Indianapolis, IN 46205

Indy DRAGCROSS - Event #3 Oct 
13

Grisson Aeroplex
Bunker Hill, IN 46914

Indy SOLO - Final Fun Event Oct 
14

Grisson Aeroplex
Bunker Hill, IN 46914

Indy RALLY - Holloween Rally Event Oct 
27

TBA

Indy RALLY - Toys for Tots Rally Dec
1

TBA
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SECRETARY’S
board meeting notes

JOEL HARLEMAN

Aug 2018 Indy Region SCCA BOD Meeting Notes on 
08/14/18 @ 6:30 p.m.  

Bruce Faucett started the meeting due to Chris running 
late.
 • Approval of July Minutes - Bruce Faucett
 • Bruce asked the group if they read the minutes and 
if there was any questions or corrections … None  
questions or concerns submitted
 • Jim DaPuzzo motion to have minutes approved / 
Mike Young second 
 • Old business - Bruce Faucett
 • Election 
 • Reminder about the upcoming election / those 
who have interest in running should apply
 • Charles Hanson agreed to the position of Election 
Chair / dtcgh@att.net / 317-431-5228 and will be sup-
ported by Reba and Lee Miller
 • Change in Meeting Location to Dawson’s has 
been well received and agreed to try again for the Sept 
11, 2018 meeting
 • Website report - Bruce Faucett
 • No report submitted and no feedback or concerns 
from those in attendance  
 • Clutch Chatter - Maggie Vang
 • Need more articles to add content to the newslet-
ter



 • Adding a Co-Editor role and it will be Dusty Mi-
chael / DustinTMichael@gmail.com / 765-250-0816 to 
support this year and will continue to train as a potential 
backfill
 • Concern of bad address = returned newsletters / 
causing wasted funds and time 
 • Use of Radio Spots for the K9 Event was utilized, 
and will look to use again in the future
 • Offered key radio personalities an experience but 
no takers at this point
 • Membership – Matt Adams
 • Currently have 538 members / 21 added in July 
/ converting weekend members into full
 • Weekend Membership Forms timely sent to Matt 
Adams
 • Treasurer’s Report - Collin Faucett
 • No Issues … Only concern is the timing of Receipts 
 • Rally is Black / Solo is Red but should be Black by 
the end of the season … both trending the same as last 
year 

 • Activities  - Vini Taibi
 • Karting League for the Winter 2018-2019 is being 
planned again for a Sunday time slot of 12:00 to 2 P.M. 
/ same format / looking at improved awards
 • Social Media   - Vini Taibi
 • Looks like Facebook Boosts are paying off and will 
continue to use to support Rally / Solo / PDX events
 • Spending reasonable amounts can hit approx. 
15,000 users 
 • Solo - Stefanie Brake
 • See attached Steph email on details of past events 
/ balance of the season / seeking Co-Chair for 



 2018 / 2019
 • CAM – Velma & Raleigh Boreen stated the event 
as the largest Muscle Car Autocross Event to date / ex-
cellent support by Gabe and club leadership / looks 
like we will host again in 2019
 • 173 cars / 43 non CAM Cars / BF Goodrich Ga-
rage was a huge help those with issues
 • Early start time on Sunday was a huge help to fin-
ish at a reasonable time 
 • Rally - Wendy Harrison
 • Events scheduled for Sept 22 / Halloween / De-
cember 
 • Wendy is concerned about pulling these events off  
the Sept and Oct without a lot of support due to family 
matters taking up a lot of her time of late
 • PDX - Michael Young
 • Listed to date is 40 / only 14 are now SCCA 
Members / Garage Space is Sold Out
 • Believe Facebook Ads is helping 
 • Looking for Track Support from Leadership
 • New Business
 • IRacing / Grant Money Usage
 • Mike read the suggestion from Bruce
 • Mike read the email from SCCA office about the 
Grant
 • Board Members seeking a written proposal before 
moving forward … use Karting League as an example 
(budget / rules / prizes / schedule / etc.)
 • Daniel Vang agreed to support with developing 
the proposal 
Next meeting Aug 14, 2018 @ 6:30 p.m. / Dawson’s 



Solo Notes Appendix:
Since our last meeting we have been fairly busy.  We 
had a Points Event on July 15 at the Indianapolis 
Speedrome.  We had 91 entrants, which is an awesome 
turn-out for Speedrome.  Rough numbers showed as up 
slightly.  This is usually a break even or slight loss event 
for us, so I’m very happy with how this one ended up.

Hoosier Challenge was on August 5th.  INR hosted the 
event, but Indy Region offered them use of our equip-
ment.  Chris and I were going to take the bus and ev-
erything that weekend anyways, so it saved them from 
having to bring their stuff down.  We let them use our 
water and other supplies. I was only going to charge 
them for the water, but they insisted as we saved them 
other money and hassle.  There were 190 competitors 
in attendance, which I’m pretty sure if the largest yet.  
INR did a great job with the event.  Indy Region again 
won the challenge.  I am looking at potentially making 
some changes to the Challenge rules.  A few options are 
changing the count to the top 10 or 15 finishes of each 
region and change it to only 3 single Region classes (not 
5 single car classes).  I have played with numbers by 
changing these and it bring numbers much closer and 
does change standings in at least this years event.  I’m 
going to look at previous years as well, and then get with 
the other Solo Chairs and have a discussion and vote on 
changes.  Indy is hosting the event next year.  I’m hoping 
to have an even larger turn-out!  We are looking at may-
be starting the event an hour earlier to allow for extra 
time like at a National, and to have check-in for Sunday 
on Saturday at Grissom to a certain time and then al-
low check-in at the Museum as well.  This will help move 
Sunday morning a long much faster and I think that 



that will help, as I think that was the biggest hang-up 
Sunday morning.

CAM Challenge was this past weekend.  I wasn’t there 
but here things went well.  Chris, Raleigh and Velma 
can give a more thorough break down of how the event 
went.

We have a Test N Tune this weekend.  Thank you to Car-
ol and Clemens for chairing the event.  And thank you 
to Bruce Faucett and Jerry Strope for helping with SSS 
things for the weekend.

We have two points events (one at Grissom and one at 
the Fairgrounds), a solo trial, and a dragcross/swap and 
drive weekend remaining.

I am hoping to have a planning meeting for the 2019 
season sometime late October or early November.  I am 
also going to be looking for a solo chair trainee for next 
year.  I am wanting to spend a year having a new solo 
chair (or two co chairs) shadow me for 2019.  I would 
then spend 2020 shadowing them.  I’m not going to just 
run away, but I’m ready to start taking baby steps back.  
I am hoping to find at least one trainee soon to have 
them start shadowing by the meeting.  I would also like 
to propose having that person go to the convention as 
the ascender for 2019 so they can start learning from 
other regions as well.  I am having Maggie post this in 
my solo report in the clutch chatter and I will be having it 
sent out in other avenues after I talk to a few select few.  
I’m not giving this us to a volunteer I feel can not handle 
it.  I feel co-chairs would be the best way to go, since es-
sentially Chris and I are co-chairs in this.



New Business - As in a previous email I wanted to dis-
cuss the 2019 Convention.  I have been selected to 
speak at the convention and Jeff Luckritz will be getting 
with the REs to see if the region has funds to send me.  I 
figure since we have sent people in the past this won’t 
be an issue.  But, obviously that is up to the Board.  We 
should also think about who else we might like to send.  
If we know anyone for sure, I would suggest buying 
flights soon as they and will save us money in the long 
run.  The closer to the time of convention the higher flights 
will go.  As previously stated, I would like to send at least 
one of my trainees if they present them selves in a rea-
sonable amount of time (otherwise we can have them 
potentially go next year).  I will be home doing nothing...
so feel free to call me if you would like, haha.



BULLETIN BOARD
(Announcements & Local Happenings)



RALLY reconnaissance
WENDY HARRISON

Not sure what happened to August 
– I think we spent it recovering from 
the successful July National/Divi-
sional Rally weekend that we host-

ed.  More on that later, but first some tough news.  After 
careful consideration, we’ve decided we need to can-
cel the September 22 Road Rally.  We are still hoping 
to have the October and December road rallies.  If you 
have some time and would like to help with the October 
(Halloween) rally, please let me know.

July’s National/Divisional rally weekend had eight cars 
entered on Saturday, eleven cars entered on Sunday, 
and a total of thirteen different rally teams that compet-
ed in the events.  A big thank you to the eleven workers 
for the events – Rob Moran, Jeff Alexander, Steffanie 
Brake, Chris Brake, Dan Froemming, Sharon Starr, Craig 
Beidelman, Sam Crites, Chuck Hanson, and Ted Drum-
mond.  Without all of you, this weekend would not have 
happened.
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Indy is unique in that we run two rallies simultaneously 
each day so a total of four rallies on two different days.  
Participants can choose if they would like to run the Tour 
style or Course (trap) style rally on each day.  The tour and 
course routes are similar and use the same checkpoints, so 
it keeps the checkpoint workers busy.  The best part of the 
Sunday rallies was that we had some teams that had either 
not run a rally or only run one rally in the past, yet every-
body managed to find most of the checkpoints and make it 
to the end point for dinner at Squealers.  It’s always nice to 
see new faces at the beginning and the end points

The following page contains results for all four events.
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Low cost LOTUS 7

Built in ’02 in possession since ‘05 Asking $12,000
*MUST BE 2013-2016
If there are any questions, or if you are interested please call 
Lee Miller @ 765-779-3004.
Thank you!

LOOKING FOR NEW HOME - 2004 T4 BMW Z4

Fresh Motor (only run at Indianapolis Motor Speedway Runoffs) 
New Alternator
New Battery
9) 17X7 spare wheels
5) 245-40X17 A7 stickers mounted
4) 245-40X17 A7 scuffs mounted (qual at Indy)
2) 245-40X17 R7 unmounted
4) 245-45X16 rains mounted (only used as roll a rounds)
4) 245-45X16 A6 stickers (some mounted, some not)
14) 16X7 OEM wheels
1 spare motor (6 races)
Many-Many spare parts including; new Frt. struts, fuel pump, brake sensors, O2 
sensors and much more.
Asking $15,000
Delivery can be arranged.
Contact Ralph Porter cell (765)271-4995 leave message or 
ralpprtr9@aol.com (subject BMW Z4)



MEMBERSHIP report
MATT ADAMS

September was a pretty slow month 
for adding Membership adding four 
new people. The region maintained 
538 total numbers with a high re-

newal rate which is the positive story here going into the 
late part of the season. 

As a reminder, Involved member points forms are due 
by 12/31/18 but turning them in early will help speed 
up the process in getting award jackets prepared for the 
Banquet. This award is for any member meeting the crite-
ria for region support by participating or volunteering at 
events the region hosts, including the national events the 
region hosted this year.

August New Members 
Carey Welker  Celina   OH 
Codey Welker  Celina   OH 
Zachariah Dunbar Plainfield   IN 
Brad Paddack  Indianapolis  IN 

Indy Region September Anniversaries 
Todd Houtz  Indianapolis IN 30yrs
Ted Drummond Indianapolis IN 20yrs 
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CHECKERED
FLAG

Dr. Joseph W. Claudy, 
O.D., 82, of Whiteland, 
IN. passed away Wednes-
day, August 22, 2018 at the 
Greenwood Village South 
Pavilion. He was born Jan-
uary 26, 1936 in LaPorte, 
IN to Ralph Kenneth Claudy 
and Lillie Ruth (Tumbleson) 
Claudy. He married Mary 
Jo (Reynard) Claudy on 
April 8, 1961 at the Modoc 

United Methodist Church in Modoc, IN, she survives. 

He was a 1954 graduate of Southport High School and 
a 1967 graduate of the Indiana University School of 
Optometry in Bloomington, IN. He had been an optom-
etrist in Whiteland, IN since 1967 and also provided ex-
ams at Camp Atterbury in Johnson County. He attended 
Mt. Auburn United Methodist Church in Stones Crossing, 
Greenwood, IN. He was a member of the Fellowship of 
Christian Optometrists and had served on many mission 
trips including Haiti, Equator, El Salvador, the Domini-
can Republic, and Ecuador. He had two favorite hobbies 
gardening and racing Formula Vees. He had also served 
in the Indiana Army National Guard. 

Survivors include his wife Mary Jo (Reynard) Claudy 
of Whiteland, IN; his daughter Lori A. Sherman (Bill) 

Dr. Joseph W. Cloudy, O.D.
1936 - 2018



of Noblesville, IN; sister Alice Dove (Eugene) of New 
Palestine, IN; brother and sister-in-law Robert Lee Rey-
nard and Vicky Reynard of Muncie, IN; and nieces and 
nephews. 

The Reverends Jeff Buck and David Joseph will conduct a 
service celebrating the life of Dr. Joseph W. Claudy, O.D. 
on Friday, August 31, 2018 at 6 P.M. at Mt. Auburn Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 3100 West Stones Crossing Road, 
in Greenwood, IN, where friends may call from 2PM till 
service time at the church. A graveside service will be con-
ducted at 11AM on Saturday, September 1, 2018 at River-
side Cemetery in Losantville, IN or at www.losantvilleriv-
erside.org. In lieu of flowers, the family request memorial 
contributions be made to the Mt. Auburn United Methodist 
Church, 3100 West Stones Crossing Road, Greenwood, 
IN, 46143, attention Youth Missions; or One Mission Soci-
ety, 941 Fry Road Greenwood, IN, 46142. Swartz Family 
Community Mortuary and Memorial Center, 300 South 
U.S. 31 (Morton Street) in Franklin, IN, is handling the ar-
rangements. Online condolences may be sent to the family 
at www.swartzmortuary.com. 

Thoughts and Memories
Shared by Friends and Competitors

Joe was just the nicest guy That he was friends with ev-
eryone. This might same kind of weird, but what I remem-
ber is that he loved kohlrabi. He was always carrying 
around raw kohlrabi and a knife to cut it up and trying to 
give me a piece. Funny the things that stick in your head.

Kim (Zobbe) Hogdal



He was a long-time friend and customer of Bill’s and 
mine. My late husband Bill and Joe raced together 
for many years and though he was a gentle soul and 
“preacher man” he was also a fierce competitor giving 
no quarter on the race track. Bill always enjoyed seeing 
Joe and I remember they had many conversations about 
faith - Joe was a patient teacher. 

Lisa Noble

I raced many miles and laps with Joe. 
Always a gentleman, a soft spoken guy who was a 
tough competitor on the race track. He earned the nick-
name “Big Motor Joe” in the days before he went with 
engine builder Bill Noble out of Kansas, the same build-
er I always used.
In the early days when Joe was learning and building his 
own motors he was not the fastest in the twisty bits but 
sure could power down the straight-a-ways.  Hence the 
nickname big motor Joe.
I believe he won the Elkhart Lake June Sprints (And I 
seem to recall that this was the race with a photo finish 
–Chuck Hanson) after I had moved on to another class, 
a prestigious event in those days.  I won the Sprints way 
back in 1976 with Noble Power
An interesting and lovely guy who did most of the work 
on his car by himself.   We wish his family well at this 
tough time.

David Harris
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A complete, printable, electronic format copy of Clutch 
Chatter (including back issues) is available in Adobe PDF 
format for downloading on the Indy Region website at 
www.indyscca.org Paper copies are only mailed to those 
who have sent the “Opt-In” form. Due to rising costs, the 
BOD requests that you only opt-in if you cannot access the 
online version.

When an issue of Clutch Chatter is completed and ready 
for publication, the PDF file will be posted on the Indy Re-
gion website and a special notice email will be sent to the 
Indy Region e-group with a link to the download page. 
This should be available several days before the mailed 
copies arrive since it won’t have to go through the printer 
or mail.

New members of Indy Region will receive Clutch Chatter 
in the mail for two months, after which they are expected 
to view or download from the website. They will be able to 
opt-in by filling out and mailing in the form below.

Non-members: Our plan is add non-member competitors 
to the mailing list for one month. If they compete in another 
event, they will be added for another month.
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